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American International School of Bucharest

CHOOSING YOUR IB DIPLOMA PROGRAM CLASSES

AISB DIPLOMA PATHWAYS AND PLACEMENT

AISB HIGH SCHOOL DIPL.OMA:

All students are automatically enrolled as AISB High School students. Students must pass all classes with a
3 to earn AISB credit, and must earn credits in required areas. This diploma is similar to a U.S. High School
Diploma.

AISB High School Diploma requirements are as follows. More information can be found in the AISB
Secondary Handbook.

Required* Recommended*

Subject Credit Subject Credit
English 4 English 4
Math 3 Math 4
Individuals & Societies 3 Individuals & Societies 4
Sciences 3 Science 4
Languages 3 Languages 4
Design 1 Design 2
Creative Arts 1 Creative Arts 2
Physical & Health Education 2 Physical & Health Education 2

TOK 1
Additional Courses 4

Personal Project .5
TOTAL 24 TOTAL 27.5

*Principal & Director discretion may be used in unique circumstances.

IB DIPLOMA:

Most of our students will concurrently register as IB Diploma students. The IB Diploma Program is a
rigorous program designed to create well-rounded students capable of accessing higher education programs
around the world. Students must complete six classes and DP “core” requirements fulfilling certain
externally set requirements.

More information on the IB Diploma can be found HERE.

IB CERTIFICATE:

IB Certificate students essentially combine the AISB High School Diploma with select courses within the 1B
Diploma Program. Students will complete IB requirements and exams in subjects of their choice, and High
School requirements in remaining classes. This allows them to focus on those subjects of greatest
importance to them, without being committed to the full IB Diploma.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pF_4tSWmQigoPyMD78wdD4Bu6EKwfm00dDl9PSyk2sI/edit#
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WHICH PROGRAM IS FOR ME?

AISB strives to place students in the appropriate academic program according to their educational needs,
relative strengths, future educational plans and the ability to be successful in different courses.

When choosing your program of study. it is important that you consult your counselor. They will help you to
understand the requirements of specific higher education programs and countries, as well as the best

personal fit given your goals, work habits, and preferences.

GENERAL GUIDELINES

1. All students at AISB are enrolled as AISB High School Diploma students. With the exception of one
course, Personal Finance, all courses are IB Diploma Program courses.

2. Most of our students, but not all, will concurrently pursue the IB Diploma.

3. Ifyou are considering the IB Diploma, note that it is much easier to start this program (and later
change to the AISB High School Diploma or IB Certificates), than it is to start on another pathway
and change fo the IB Diploma.

4. Students who prefer not to pursue the IB DP can register for these classes as High School classes.
Transcripts will be reflected accordingly, and teachers asked to make adjustments to assessment
expectations in order to serve High School students.

5. Some students will elect to register for some of their classes as “DP classes,” and others as High
School. This gives them the opportunity to take IB exams for those classes they most enjoy, excel in,

or feel will be helpful to future plans, while registering as “High School” for remaining classes.

6. High School students are expected to enroll in six classes per year, regardless of the number of
credits they carry into Grade 12.

7. Theory of Knowledge (TOK), Extended Essay and Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS) are
known as the elements of the DP Core. High School students are not required to take these classes,

although they may choose to take them for DP Certificates.

8. High School students are required to complete Service Learning requirements.
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS

We allow all students who wish to do so to attempt the IB Diploma Program, but will be honest and
transparent in communicating concerns. We will also not require any student to enroll in the IB DP.

Teachers are asked to review student course selections. They will designate a Grade 11 subject choice as
“Recommended,” “Recommended with Reservations,” or “Not Recommended.”

What Happens if I am Not Recommended for a Class?

In cases of “Recommended with Reservations,” or “Not Recommended,” the DP Coordinator and counselors
will consult families regarding these choices to ensure that students understand the reason for teacher
concerns. These concerns will be internally documented.

Note that Language Acquisition placements are not freely chosen. Because of strict IB guidelines, students
must enroll in the minimum language level recommended by their teachers (they may choose a higher level,
but not a lower one).

Factors Impacting Recommendations

The following factors are considered while making make recommendations about a student’s placement into
the IB Program, and into courses therein:
e Achievement levels indicated by grade 10 reports
o Typically students who wish to study IB subjects at the higher level are required to earn
MYP grades of at least five in the equivalent subjects they wish to take at the higher level.
o For standard level subjects, students should be earning MYP grades of at least four in their
equivalent grade 10 classes.
o The entry recommendations for subjects like Math Higher Level may be higher.
Approaches to learning/work habits/effort - ATL Indicators on Grade 10 reports
Successful completion of the MYP Personal Project
Level of English proficiency
Teacher comments and recommendations

Changing Course Selections and Courses

The Secondary Leadership Team begins creating next year’s schedule as soon as Grade 10 makes their
subject choices. In creating the initial schedule, all possible attempts are made to ensure students can pursue
the courses of their choice.

The later the request for a change, the greater the possibility that we will not be able to accommodate a
request.

After the Grade 11 year starts, course changes are permitted - provided that they fit within our schedule, and
classes are not full - within the first several weeks. The cutoff for changes is the end of the first quarter.

Level changes are usually allowed for a far longer length of time, as they do not generally involve switching
teachers and classrooms. Switches between Math AA and Math Al are also sometimes allowed.
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IB DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS

oIES INLANG,
STND LITERATURZ.‘GE

All students choose six subjects to study over two years according to the following requirements:

e Three classes must be at Higher Level, and three at Standard Level. (A very few students will elect
to enroll in four Higher Level classes.)

e One subject must be selected from each of the IB subject groups except Group 6. Enrollment in a
Group 6 course, while not required, is encouraged.

e As the sixth subject, a student may select either an Arts subject or a second subject from any other
groups except Math.

e All students must study English and another language, either from the Studies in Language and
Literature group (Group1) or the Language Acquisition group (Group 2).

e A second language selected from the Studies in Language and Literature group may replace a
language from the Language Acquisition group. If two subjects from the Studies in Language and
Literature group are selected, the student is awarded an IB Bilingual Diploma.

e Placement in Language Acquisition courses is dependent on teacher recommendation and/or a
language test.

e Students have the option of pursuing a language from the Studies in Language and Literature group
that is not offered by the school with a tutor (additional costs borne by parents). This is referred to as
the “Mother Tongue” program (when the student attends class physically at the school, with a
teacher employed by AISB), or “SSST,” meaning “School Supported Self-Taught,” where the
student studies with a tutor employed independently.

e Environmental Systems and Societies (ESS) can count as a subject from Individuals and Societies or
Sciences.

e All classes are available at either HL or SL, with the exception of Spanish Ab Initio, all SSST
classes, and ESS.
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CHOOSING YOUR IB DIPLOMA PROGRAM CLASSES

GROUP 1: LANGUAGE AND
LITERATURE

GROUP 2: LANGUAGE
ACQUISITION!

GROUP 3: INDIVIDUALS
AND SOCIETIES

Students must choose I course
from the following options. They
may choose 2. Students with 2
Group I courses will qualify for a
Bilingual Diploma. All Mother
Tongue/SSST except for
Romanian incur an extra cost.

e English Language and
Literature

e English Literature

Romanian Literature

e Mother Tongue/SSST
Language A*

Students may choose either 1
course from the following, or may
choose two from Group 1.
Students may sometimes choose 3
total languages; these students
must take ESS to satisfy both
Group 3 and Group 4
Requirements.

English B

French B

Spanish B

Spanish Ab Initio (SL
only)

e French Ab Initio (SL
only)

Students must choose 1 from the
following. Students may choose
2, or they may choose 3 (the
third class must be ESS, which
would be counted toward Group

4).

Economics

History

Psychology

Business Management
Environmental Systems
and Societies

GROUP 4: SCIENCE

GROUP 5: MATHEMATICS

GROUP 6: ARTS

Students must choose 1 from the
following. Students may choose
2, or they may choose 3 (the
third class must be ESS, which
would be counted toward Group

Students must choose 1 from the
following. They may only choose
1.

e Math Analysis and

Group 6 is optional but
recommended. Students may
choose [ course from the
following. They may choose 2;
these students must take ESS to

3). Approaches satisfy both Group 3 and Group 4

e Math Applications and Requirements.

e Biology Interpretations

e Chemistry e Film

e Design Technology e Music

e Physics e Theatre

e Environmental Systems e Visual Arts

and Societies
DP CORE

e EXTENDED ESSAY

DP Students must complete three core requirements:
® CAS (Creativity, Action, and Service)

e TOK (Theory of Knowledge)

NON-DP CLASS OPTIONS

“High School” courses.

We offer one non-IB class, Personal Finance. In addition, many DP classes can be adjusted and listed as

' SSST can be offered in virtually any language, but only as an SL class. Mother Tongue options are
dependent on staffing/demand, and HL can be a possibility.
2 Placement in Language B courses is subject to teacher approval and/or a language test. Only current or
emerging ELA students may take English B.
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GROUP 1: LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
COURSES:

DP English Language and Literature SL/HL
DP English Literature SL/HL

DP Romanian Literature ST/HL

Mother Tongue/SSST

Who should choose this course?
e Students who are native speakers or have advanced language proficiency in the Language A of
their choice.
e Literature: Students who enjoy reading and, particularly at HL, are prepared to read widely;
students who enjoy discussing the art of writing and how works are constructed.
e Language and Literature: Students who prefer to study a range of text types, and to evaluate texts
in non-aesthetic contexts.

Who should not choose this course?

e Students who do not have advanced English skills with native fluency in the Language A of their
choice.

e Students should not assume that the Language and Literature course is less rigorous than the
Literature course. The Literature course involves more reading, but the Language and Literature
course requires a greater range of textual knowledge.

e The assessments in Literature and Language and Literature strongly mirror one another.

Contacts:
ENGLISH LEARNING LEADER: Sam Linehan (slinehan@goaisb.ro)
MOTHER TONGUE LEARNING LEADER: Ana Maria Boiangiu (aboiangiu(@goaisb.ro)

GROUP 2: LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

COURSES:
English B SL/HL
French B SL/HL

Spanish B SI/HL

Spanish Ab Initio (SL only)
French Ab Initio (SL only; dependent on interest)

Who should choose this course - LANGUAGE B:
e Students should have successfully completed MYP phase 3, 4 or 5 in the target language.
e Exceptions for Phase 2 students who have completed one full year of phase 2 can be considered
after consultation with the teacher and DP coordinator. ATL skills will weigh heavily on this
decision.

Who should not choose this course? - LANGUAGE B:

e Students who have no prior or limited knowledge/exposure to the target language.

Who should choose this course - SPANISH AB INITIO:

e Language ab [nitio course is a language learning course for beginners, designed to be followed
over two years by students who have little or no previous experience of learning Spanish. No
prerequisites are required.
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https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/curriculum.brief-languagea.language.and.literature-eng.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/curriculum.brief-languagea.literature-eng.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/curriculum.brief-languagea.literature-eng.pdf
mailto:slinehan@goaisb.ro
mailto:aboiangiu@goaisb.ro
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-b-2018-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-b-2018-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-b-2018-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-ab-initio-2018-en.pdf
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e Language 4b Initio is appropriate for students with none to less than two years of experience in
the target language. While previous exposure to the language may be helpful, it is not mandatory.

Who should not choose this course? - SPANISH AB INITIO:

e Students should not take a language 4b Initio course in a language for which they have had 2 or
more years of study or life experience.

Contacts:
LANGUAGE ACQUISITION LEARNING LEADER: Claudia Romeo (cromeo(@goaisb.ro)
EAL LEARNING LEADER: Cristina Turbatu (cturbatu@goaisb.ro)

GROUP 3: INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES

COURSES:

Economics SL/HL

Geography SL/HL (no longer offered starting with Class of 2026)

History SL/HL

Psychology SI/HL

Business Management SL/HL

Environmental Systems and Societies SL/HL (SL only for Class of 2025; HL being considered for
Class of 2026)

Who should choose this course?
e Students should choose their I&S course largely based on interest and future plans, and are
encouraged to consult teachers and IB documents on specific requirements, expectations, and for
greater understanding of how courses run.

Who should not choose this course?
e Itis recommended that you should be scoring at a 5 or higher in Grade 10 if you want to take any
1&S class at Higher Level.
e Ifyou would like to take Economics, please consult the teacher for their thoughts if your Grade 10
math grade is lower than a 5.
e Note that History and ESS are reading-intensive courses; if you do not enjoy reading, this may be
a consideration.

Contacts:
INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES LEARNING LEADER: David Starzynski (dstarzynski(@goaisb.ro)

GROUP 4: SCIENCES
COURSES:

Biology SL/HL

Chemistry SI/HL

Design Technology SL/HL

Physics SL/HL

Environmental Systems and Societies SL/HL (SL only for Class of 2025; HL being considered for
Class of 2026)

Who should choose this course?
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https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/psychology-sl-hl-2019-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/business-management-sl-subject-brief-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/business-management-hl-subject-brief-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/university-admission/pdfs/environmental-systems-and-societies-subject-brief-en.pdf
mailto:dstarzynski@goaisb.ro
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/dp_sciences_biology_subject-brief_jan_2022_e.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/dp_sciences_chemistry_subject-brief_jan_2022_e.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/designtechsl2016englishw.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/designtechhl2016englishw.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/dp_sciences_physics_subject-brief_jan_2022_e.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/university-admission/pdfs/environmental-systems-and-societies-subject-brief-en.pdf
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e Students should choose their science course largely based on interest and future plans, and are
encouraged to consult teachers and IB documents on specific requirements, expectations, and for
greater understanding of how courses run.

e Ifyou plan to take a Higher Level science course, it is recommended that you received at least a 5
in Grade 10 science (and possibly math).

Who should not choose this course?

e Note that Biology and Chemistry involve considerable writing, reading, complicated vocabulary,
abstract concepts and mathematics (statistical analysis).

e Students who struggle with algebraic manipulations will struggle with the mathematical demands
of Physics.

e While ESS requires less lab work and mathematics than other science courses, it is very
reading-intensive.

e Students should not take Design Technology unless they have prior experience in Design.

Contacts:
SCIENCE LEARNING LEADER: Byron Farrow (bfarrow(@goaisb.ro)

GROUP 5: MATHEMATICS

COURSES:

e Math Analysis and Approaches SI/HL
e Math Applications and Interpretations SL/HL

Who should choose this course?
e Math Al focuses on more practical skills and real-world applications, and involves more
consistent use of a calculator than Math AA.
e Math AA is a more theoretical course, focused on analytical understanding. Although calculators
are used for some assessments, they are not used as widely as in Math Al
e [t is important to give strong consideration to teacher recommendation when choosing any math
course.

Who should not choose this course?

e Higher Level math courses require a significant level of involvement and dedication. You should
not choose either HL math course unless you are consistently scoring in the upper ranges of MYP
assessments, and have a teacher recommendation.

e If you are looking at pursuing science, math, or finance-heavy higher education courses, consult
your counselor as to which math courses are most appropriate for you.

Contacts:
MATH LEARNING LEADER: John O’Brien (jobrien@goaisb.ro)

GROUP 6: ARTS

COURSES:
Film SL/HL
Music SL/HL

Theatre ST/HL
Visual Arts SL/HL
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Who should choose this course?
e Arts courses are not required, but are strongly recommended as they develop a number of skills
and qualities which cannot be found elsewhere.
e Students choosing IB Music need strong music reading skills, at least two years of music
performance experience (instrument or singing).

Who should not choose this course?
e The Arts courses (with the exception of Visual Arts) require significant collaborative work. If you
prefer not working in groups, these classes may not suit you.
e Students without preliminary music skills and knowledge should not choose IB Music.
e All Arts courses require significant writing pieces; they are not solely project-based.

Contacts:
ARTS LEARNING LEADER: Rocio Toral-Mancheno (rtoralmancheno@goaisb.ro)

DP CORE

All IB DP candidates must complete the following requirements. Non-DP students may complete these
components as IB Certificates.

CAS (Creativity. Action, and Service): Completed over the course of two years; students undertake

activities which are documented and reflected upon.

Extended Essay: This is a 4,000 word essay, on a subject/topic of the student’s choices (but in which they
must have significant knowledge). It is completed under the supervision of a faculty member.

TOK (Theory of Knowledge): This is a 7> time course on ways of knowing. Students complete an
Exhibition requirement and an Essay.

NON-DP CLASS OPTIONS

With one exception, all of our classes are DP classes following the prescribed curriculum. However,
non-IB students can register for most of our classes as “High School” students. Teachers will make
adjustments to assessment criteria and expectations.

DP classes run two years. However, non-DP students may choose to switch after one year to a new class,
so long as this aligns with their credit needs. They will traditionally enroll in a Year 1 (or Grade 11)
course, so that they are not jumping into a class midway through the content.

We now offer one non-DP class, PERSONAL FINANCE. This course is a math class designed to teach
practical skills and content. Most students will enroll in this course in Grade 12, having completed one
year of IB Math. However, students can enroll in this class in Grade 11 with counselor approval.

For questions on Personal Finance, please contact Ms. Allison Sands (asands@goasib.ro)

CONTACTS

Diploma Program Coordinator: Aliza Robinson (arobinson(@goaisb.ro)

College Counselors: Sommer Blohm (sblohm(@goaisb.ro); Josiah Laposky (jlaposky(@goaisb.ro)
Assistant to Counselors: Simona Stan (sstan@goaisb.ro)

Assistant to Coordinators: Cezar Panait (cpanait@goaisb.ro)
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